TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP

ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN

MINUTES OF MARCH 27, 2007

SPECIAL MEETING OF PLANNING COMMISSION

TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT, MICHIGAN

Present:  Gaskell, Colvin, Elbert, King, Scott, Parker and Thompson

Absent:  None

Others:  Briggs, Sullivan

Audience:  1

1. Meeting convened at 3:00 PM

2. Agenda approved

3. Communications.  A letter was read by Gaskell, addressed to Alan Martel, who was in attendance at tonight’s meeting.  The letter was in response to comments by Martel in his letter entitled “Concerns and Comments” regarding the Future Land Use Plan.  Gaskell assured Martel that, as soon as he received a copy of the comments, he distributed them to the PC.  He continued by stating that the Commission has been working on the Plan since 1996 and they have developed a plan they believe serves all citizens of Torch Lake Township.  He invited Martel to attend any future meetings regarding the Plan.  A copy of the letter in its entirety is on file with the original minutes of this meeting.  

Martel took a moment to respond.  He spoke regarding his major concern with the Plan in that he feels it is too drastic.  As a Trustee of the Township, he cannot support this Plan.  He cited the handling of commercial property, forested areas, septic planning, classification of taxes, density, maintaining rural character of township and water preservation corridor as other concerns.  He feels their will be a clash with citizens.

Gaskell’s response was that there have been few in attendance at any of the meetings regarding the Plan.  Because the Plan is ready to go to Public Hearing, that will be the time to voice concerns.  Gaskell believes that Martel may not be aware of some of the updates to the Plan over the past few months that directly address Martel’s concerns.  

Parker stated that he is also a Trustee of the Township and he is very comfortable with the Plan.  He suggested to Martel that rather then telling us what’s wrong with the Plan, suggest what’s better. There may be nothing the commission can do about some items.

Martel stated that he would go through the Plan and write an outline of his suggestions to submit to the commission.

4. Concerns of the Public.  There were none.

5. Review of Proposed Zoning Ordinance Revision to Section 2.13.  Draft copy of 2.13(a) dated 3-20-2007 is discussed.  As stated by Thompson, her understanding of B is the limit is on the docks and watercraft, not the number of owners or users, and that is more easily enforceable then trying to think how many houses can use a lot.  Limiting docks and boats is going to take care of anybody’s abuse of one piece of lakefront property.  King feels the limitations should be on the number of homes.  Letter H is now discussed.  It is agreed to be rewritten to read:  “In addition to the above limitations, no easement, private park, common area, lot or access property abutting or adjoining a lake or stream shall be used to permit dock or watercraft usage greater than allowed for one housing unit as defined in section B”.  There is a motion by Elbert and seconded to replace Section 2.13 (a) as revised, and the addition of the three new zoning ordinance definitions.  Motion carries 7-0.  Briggs will now set up the Public Hearing.

6. Review Draft Reply to County Co-Coordinator.  Sullivan reviewed the letter to Garwood, dated March 27, 2007 and explained the revisions he made.  There was a motion by Thompson and seconded to accept the letter with revisions dated March 27, 2007.   Motion carried 7-0.  Sullivan will send corrected copy to Briggs, Gaskell will sign it and Briggs will see that the letter is forwarded.

7. Review of Land Use Plan.  This item is postponed, due to lack of materials.  They are still working on the Maps. 

8. Concerns of the Commission.  1.  Because of school elections being held in Township Hall on May 8th, the Planning Commission meeting will be changed to May 10th at 7:30 PM.  2.  Gaskell would like to see a page added to the Land Use Plan stating that the Plan is not a Zoning Ordinance.  It is decided to add a statement at the beginning of the Plan Summary.  3.  Thompson shared a brochure advertising weddings, proms and parties at A-Ga-Ming.  Briggs replied that A-Ga-Ming is due in by the end of March to tell the township of their plans.    

9. Concerns of the Public.  There were none.

10. With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 PM.

These minutes are respectfully submitted and are subject to approval at the next regularly scheduled meeting.

Kathy S. Windiate

Recording Secretary

